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Beverly Hills Rebuilds Its Wrestling Program
By Chris Sieroty

They donÕt have the star
wrestlers or the great tradition of
some of Southern CaliforniaÕs
other high schools, but with a re-
spectable showing at a recent CIF
tournament head coach Kevin
Villegas is confident Beverly
Hills wrestling is headed in the
right direction.

Beverly Hills ended the sea-
son finishing 32nd among 41
teams at the CIF Coastal Division
Wrestling Championships at Ma-
rina High School. The squad fin-
ished the tournament with a 7-10
record.

ÒAs far as we can tell from
school records, this is the teamÕs
best season in recent history,Ó said
Villegas, a former assistant
wrestling coach at Messiah Col-
lege in Grantham, Pa. 

Despite the early success,
Villegas said there is still a lot of
work to do to rebuild a program
that didnÕt have much of a budget
this year and has been either ig-
nored or almost put on the chop-
ping block by school officials.

ÒOver the next few years as
the program begins to grow, Bev-
erly Hills should be among the
best in the Pioneer League,Ó he
said. ÒMy goal is to promote the
sport and build a foundation that
will last.Ó

That foundation is being laid
with the performance of sopho-
more Weston Cage and the finan-
cial support provided by his
mother, Christina Fulton, and his
father, Nicolas Cage.

ÒI got behind the program be-
cause of my son,Ó said Fulton,

A WRESTLING PROGRAM ON THE RISE Ð Beverly High sophomore
wrestler Weston Cage takes on Mark Garcia of Diamond Ranch High
School at the CIF Coastal Division Wrestling Championships.
Photo by Ken MacGillivray
who paid for the teamÕs travel,
uniforms and equipment. ÒMy
son is a dynamic wrestler who en-
joys the sport.Ó

Fulton even paid for the
black and orange paint so the
team could paint the high schoolÕs
wrestling room. Next season, Ful-
ton says she and Nicolas, who at-
tend all of WestonÕs matches, plan
to purchase new mats and uni-
forms.

ÒWe want these boys to walk
into a match and feel good,Ó she
said. ÒIf anyone has walked into
the wrestling room they know,
how bad it was. WeÕve painted,
but we still need to replace the
wrestling mats.Ó

In an interview with The
Courier, Fulton said sheÕs hooked
on the sport and is in the process
of completing a wrestling docu-

mentary. ÒItÕs a unique culture,
with long days of waiting around
for matches to begin and concerns
about making weight.Ó

CageÕs final record was 26-5.
This season he also placed first in
his weight class at two meets, the
Pioneer League Finals Tourna-
ment and the North Torrance
Freshman and Sophomore Tour-
nament of Future Champions.

Villegas described Cage as a
talented wrestler who is going to
improve with more coaching and
practice. He said people have to
understand that Cage has been ex-
tremely successful wrestling in
the 285 lbs class, even though he
weighs only 215 lbs.  

ÒEvery win was a pin,Ó the
first year coach said. ÒFifty-five
seconds was his average fall time.

(see ÔWRESTLING,Õ page 13)
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WRESTLING
(Continued from page 9)

But in his losses he would make
rookie mistakes, especially when
he was wrestling a senior with
more experience.Ó   

Besides Cage, the team has
several other talented but inexpe-
rienced wrestlers. Earning points
for the Normans at the CIF tour-
nament were freshman John
Rodgers (103 lbs.), who went 2-2;
junior Brian Kim (145 lbs.), who
went 3-2 losing only to the num-
ber one and number three seeds;
junior Jake Marchiafava (160
lbs.), who was 1-2 in the tourney,
and junior Sae Bin Park (189
lbs.), who went 1-2.

Don Garriott, wrestling
coach at North High School in
Torrance, said he was impressed
with Beverly Hills and the im-
provement theyÕve made in such a
short time.

ÒActually they are better off
than I was when I took over
NorthÕs program in 1991,Ó Gar-
riott said.  ÒThey have more
wrestlers than I did in my first
year and they even have some
[outside] financial support.Ó 

He also described Beverly
Hills as an Òaggressive team who
doesnÕt mind mixing it up.Ó  

Today North High School
has a total of 109 kids on two var-
sity, one junior varsity and one

freshman wrestling team. Garriott
said he built the program by re-
cruiting from the schoolÕs physi-
cal education classes. 

ÒWith football and basketball
there are size limitations, but with
wrestling there is a spot for every-
one,Ó he said. ÒWe also started be-
ing successful and that has helped
bring some stability to our pro-
gram.Ó 

Villegas, who moved to Los
Angeles to work on a Master of
Arts degree in cross-cultural stud-
ies from Fuller Theological Sem-
inary's School of Intercultural
Studies in Pasadena, took over
the program in November two
weeks before the season began.

ÒSince [he] has taken over at
Beverly Hills High School, he
and I have been in touch many
times,Ó said Bryan Brunk, head
wrestling coach at Messiah Col-
lege. ÒI think my biggest advice
was to stick to some basic tech-
nique and then require from
everyone hard work, discipline
and attention to detail.Ó

Brunk also said he encour-
aged his former assistant coach
by telling him that he had every-
thing he needed to run a success-
ful program. With a majority of
sophomore and junior wrestlers
returning next season, Villegas
expects Beverly Hills to be more
competitive in all weight classes.

csieroty@bhcourier.com 

SEASON BEGINS Ð Pitcher John Skura [above] enjoyed a solid debut
on the mound for Beverly Hills as the Normans came away with the 7-
6 opening day win over Jordan of Long Beach. Skura pitched six
innings allowing one run and tallied four strikeouts. After the first week
of the 2007 season, Beverly Hills is 2-1. Next: Beverly Hills takes on
Fillmore High School [0-2] on Tuesday. [Below] Centerfielder Alex Pop
takes ball two against New Roads on Saturday. The Normans won 8-0.

BHHS Softball To
Host Second
Round Games

The Beverly Hills High
School softball team split a pair
of games at the fourth annual St.
Monica Softball Classic at home
on Friday and Saturday. On
Tuesday, the Normans fell to
Marymount 8-3.

The Normans lost to Notre
Dame Academy 7-4 before
rebounding with a shutout win
over New Roads, 8-0. Bettina
Shore hit a solo home run in the
seventh, and Allison Galer had a
triple with two RBI against Notre
Dame.  

Brianne Nemiroff allowed
two hits and struck out five in
Beverly High's shutout of New
Roads. Nemiroff also had two hits
while Galler added a solo home-
run and Sophie Payson had a dou-
ble with two RBI in the win over
the Jaguars.

In their loss to Marymount,
Rebecca Gold went 3-3 with one
RBI. In the fourth inning, center-
fielder Alex Pop made a spectac-
ular over-the-shoulder catch to
save a run, then doubled up the
runner on first base.

The Normans, 1-2, played
Marlborough on Thursday and
face Leuzinger today in the sec-
ond round of the St. Monica
Tournament at Beverly High.
ThursdayÕs game against
Marlborough ended after The
CourierÕs deadline.


